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Preþul unui abonament peunanestede198.000 lei. Pentru
semestrul întâi, preþul unui abonament va fi de 120.000 lei;
pentru semestrul doi, preþul unui abonament va fi de 90 000 lei.
Abonamentele pentru cititorii din provincie se vor face la
comunitãþile evreieºti din localitatea respectivã. Pentru cei din
Bucureºti � la sediul F.C.E.R. din str. SfântaVineri nr. 9-11, cod
poºtal 030202.Abonamentele semaipot achita ºi prinmandate
poºtale fie pe adresaF.C.E.R. � la oficiile poºtale din localitate,
conformcatalogului depresãpoz. 3030 �pecontB.C.R.RO10-
RNCB-5030-0000-0170-0001 filiala sector 3, Bucureºti. Pentru
cititorii din strãinãtate un abonament pe un an costã 65 de
dolari USA. Aceastã sumã include taxele vamale ºi poºtale ºi
se pot trimite pe adresa F.C.E.R., cont B.C.R. RO20-RNCB-
5030-0000-0170-0015 (USD), filialasector3,Bucureºti-România.
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THE VISIT OF THE LEADERS OF THE
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

BUCHAREST,
February 14-16,

2005

SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT
FOR THE ROMANIAN JEWS

OOOOOn February 14-16 we had the honor of receiving
the visit of an important delegation of the
Conference of Presidents of Major American

Jewish Organizations, led by James Tisch and Malcolm
Hoenlein, chairman and respectively, executive vice-
chairmanof theorganisation. Thevisitwith anoverwhelming
importance for our community, expressed aTalmudpercept:
each Jew is responsible for the other. After the Holocaust,
after half century of totalitarian regime, in an era of great
economical difficulties, the fact that all the Romanian Jews
in difficulty have the guarantee of an existence in dignity, is
due to the fund raising of these organizations. In their
welcomewords adv. IulianSorin andeng.OsyLazãr, leaders
of F.J.C.R. and of the Jewish Community from Bucharest
outlined this fact. The delegation visited Bulgaria and
Romania, new member countries in NATO, aspiring to EU
integration. Its presence in our country confirm the good
relationshipbetweenRomaniaandUSA, thewill tostrengthen
them and to fight against any form of extremism, as
underlinedby thewordsofGreatRabbiMenachemHacohen.
James Tisch, Eugene Ribakoff, president of JOINT, Dr. Zvi
Feine, director of theJOINTprogram forRomania, expressed
their gratitude for the impressive reception, with religious
and secular music. The leaders of the delegation received
as present from Great Rabbi Menachem Hacohen a Siddur

edited by the young Jews from Romania. They offered a
Kiddush cup to His Eminence as well as to Rabbi Naphtali
Deutsch and Abraham Ehrenfeld. Dr. Zvi Feine and Alex
Sivan, general director of F.J.C.R., received from the guests
a raising funds box. Her Excellence Rodica Radian Gordon,
Ambassador of Israel in Romania and Tom Delare, deputy
chief of the diplomatic mission of the USA Embassy in
Romania, representatives of theRomanianbranchof Jewish
Agency, of theAssociation of theRomanian JewsVictims of
the Holocaust, members in the leadership committee of
F.J.C.R., presidents of the communities of the country also
participated to the receptionceremoniesat theChoral Temple
andat theCommunityCultural Center. Thedelegation visited
the new location of the Social and Medical Assistance
Department and the new food store. The visit at the History
Museum offered for the guests the opportunity to
acknowleged the six centuries of organized existence of the
Jews in Romania. This was followed by an infusion of lucid
optimism offered by the Jewish Theater: a Jewish folklore
performance and fragments from musicals �Haloymes
Sellers�and�Fiddleron theRoof�. TheguestsmetwithTraian
Bãsescu, President of Romania, with Prime Minister Cãlin
Popescu Tãriceanu, withMihai RãzvanUngureanu, Minister
of Foreign Affairs , Mircea Miclea, Education and Research
Minister, Mona Muscã, Minister of Culture and Religions,
Teodor Meleºcanu, vice-president of the Senate, ªtefan
Glãvan, president of the Foreign Policy Commission of the
Chamber of Deputies. During the explanations received by
the guests at S.M.A.D., we saw tears in the eyes of the
descendants of the Holocaust survivors who emigrated to
America, who knew what hard life is. We saw the
overwhelming joy and optimism provoked by the children
and youngsters songs... We think we found the essence of
this visit in the words of a participant, Carolyn Greene,
associate executive director of theConferenceof Presidents
ofMajorAmericanJewishOrganizations: �Weknewyouhave
a verywell organized community, with leaders exceptionally
devoted to elderly sufferingpeople,with great care for young
and adult persons. But what we�ve seen is beyond the
expectations. We are proud of you!�.

As mentioned in the press release of February 15, 2005, Traian Bãsescu, President of Romania re-
affirmed �the will of the Romanian authorities to fight against anti-Semitism, against the extremist
manifestations and to firmly apply the recommendations of the International Committee of Historians for
the Study of the Holocaust in Romania�.

TRAIANBÃSESCU,
President of Romania

WE WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM,
AGAINST EXTREMIST MANIFESTATIONS

In the same time it is an opportunity to make
ourselves known, to present our foreign policy
priorities, to strengthen the bilateral relationship
between Romania and USA, between Romania and

Israel, expressing not only our availability, but our friendship and interest,
as well.

CÃLIN POPESCU
TÃRICEANU,
Romanian Prime

Minister

WEWANT TO BROADEN AND TO STRENGTHEN
RELATIONS BETWEEN ROMANIAAND USA, ISRAEL AND
THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

The visit of the high guests fromUSA represents �a historical premiere for Romania in the framework
of the special relationship established by our country with the great international Jewish organizations,
as well as with USA and Israel�, said in a press release from February 15, Prime Minister Cãlin Popescu
Tãriceanu.

�WHAT WE�VE SEEN IS�WHAT WE�VE SEEN IS�WHAT WE�VE SEEN IS�WHAT WE�VE SEEN IS�WHAT WE�VE SEEN IS
BEYOND THE EXPECTATIONS.BEYOND THE EXPECTATIONS.BEYOND THE EXPECTATIONS.BEYOND THE EXPECTATIONS.BEYOND THE EXPECTATIONS.

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU�WE ARE PROUD OF YOU�WE ARE PROUD OF YOU�WE ARE PROUD OF YOU�WE ARE PROUD OF YOU�
(Carolyn Greene)

MIHAI
RÃZVAN

UNGUREANU,
Minister of

Foreign Affairs

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW
OUR FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES

�You are a small but
very dynamic, active,
powerful community

which JOINT helps and
will continue to help.
In the highest-level

meetings with the Romanian authorities, in the
frank, open, stimulating talks, we spoke about the
relationship between USA and Romania, which are
very good, and about the will to strengthen this
partnership.Wealsowitnessed theclose relationship
between Romania and Israel, the interest and the
proper orientation of Romania in the peace process
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, which
have now new opportunities. I think the Jews in
Romania enjoy one of the best statuses in Europe.
Another topic at the meetings with the Romanian
authorities was the reactivation of the anti-Semite
phenomena, felt in Romania, too. We hope, as the
Romanian authorities assured us, that these
manifestations would be eradicated.�

�The attention you pay to the children, to the
young andmiddle age generation, is very important
for the future of your community. I was very
impressed by the new location of the Social and
Medical Assistance Department, by the permanent
improvement of the services quality to the suffering
elderly. You are fortunate to have intelligent,
educated and dynamic leaders of the community.
We�ll make whatever it takes to continue to help
you. We were welcome by the Romanian state
authoritieswith kindness and understanding. I think
that the authorities position regarding theHolocaust
in Romania is correct and I appreciate the study of
the Holocaust in schools.�

�From the bottom
of my heart I make an
appeal to you, leaders
of the 52 great Ameri-
can Jewish organiza-
tions, who assure the
financial support of this

small, but warm, attractive, strong community, a
community that had a tragic fate through the
Holocaust years and the 50 years of totalitarian
regime, a community confronted now with great
economical difficulties. These difficulties affect the
life of all the inhabitants of the country, and implicitly,
of the Jewish population. But the great part of this
population is old, suffering, with very low retirement
income. I do not address you only as managers who
organize fund raisings, but as ambassadors of Life,
priests of the Good. Your action of financial support
represents a deep saving gesture for a community
that makes huge efforts in its will to maintain and
perpetuate the flame of Judaism in Romania. I trust
you�ll make whatever you can to make this
community succeed in the future too.�

�[�] You are in the
Choral Temple, one of the
most important architec-
tural buildings of the
country, considered a historical monument, founded more
than 150 ago. I bring you the gratitude and affectionate
thoughts of those you help to lead a Jewish life in dignity,
those that couldn�t welcome you now: people assisted in the
nursing home. I assure you, particularly the rabbis included
in your delegation, that we love and respect the Torah words
[�]. We believe you are going to help us to keep Judaism
alive in Romania.�

�[�] In this week commentary, there is the moment God
asks Moshe to build the Menorah. It should have three arms
to the left, three arms to the right and one in the center. Each
of the six arms, those in the left and those in the right, has to
aim the light to the center. Menorah symbolizes the Jewish
people, with left and rightwing opinions, but that all start
from the same root and all return to the center. Nomatter the
opinions, right or left, look to the center! Do not join the
extremist currents! [�] As presidents of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations , you
are the spine of the Jewish force from USA. And the Jewish
force from USA is the spine of Israel existence and of the
Jewish people existence. Therefore I am very grateful you
came to visit us [�]�.

�[�] For us, the Jews from Romania, your visit is a premise for a
better and clearer future. You strengthen our belief that we are not alone
in the world and that, near the Jews from Israel, we, your brothers from
Romania, represent a part of the Jewish people from the world [�].
Unfortunately in Romania too, an European country, there still are anti-
Semite manifestations. And we know this will be a priority topic in the
discussions with the state authorities. In the same time, for many years
we run an intense activity encouraged at the state authorities level for the
restitution of the Jewish community assets. We made several steps, but
what we achieved is not enough. The restitution process has to be
amplified and accelerated. We wish you success in what you are initiating
in the very short time you are with us. God help us and bring peace in
Romania, Israel, all over the world!�.

After a short presentation of our community history, the speaker underlined
the importance of the partnership between the Federation and the JOINT,
reactivated 35 years ago.

�[�] It was a great chance in that difficult time, to bring back in the
country the JOINT, that for more than 35 years is the air, the water, the

essential condition for our
survival. In this context I
cannot avoid remembering Dr.
Zvi Feine, director of the
JOINT program for Romania
and what�s said about him up
to even beginning to believe
it: that we don�t know if he is
the representative of the
Romanian Jews in JOINT, or
he is the representative of
JOINT for the Jews from
Romania; so much energy
and initiative to ensure the
assistance program. It is true
he found an opened door to
Mr. Eugene Ribakoff, who, as
president of JOINT has warm
feelings and understanding
for the economical difficulties
of the Romanian people,
and implicitly, of the Jewish
population from Romania.

Eng. OSY LAZÃR,
president of J.C.B.

�WE ARE CONVINCED
OF YOUR HELP
AS A GUARANTEE

TO A LASTING JEWISH
LIFE IN ROMANIA�

�YOU ARE THE SPINE
OF THE JEWISH FORCE

OF USA!�

Adv. IULIAN SORIN,
General Secretary

of F.J.C.R.

JOINT � AN ESSENTIAL
ELEMENT FOR
OUR SURVIVAL

JAMES TISCH,
Chairman of
the Conference
of Presidents
of Major

American Jewish
Organizations

�JEWS FROM
ROMANIA
ENJOY ONE
OF THE BEST
STATUSES
IN EUROPE�

EUGENE
RIBAKOFF,
President
of JOINT

�WE�LL MAKE
WHATEVER IT TAKES
TO CONTINUE TO
HELPYOU�

Dr. ZVI FEINE,
Director of the
JOINT Program
for Romania

The Jewish Community from Bucharest commemorated on February 24 the tragedy of
�Struma�, the ship where 769 Jews from Romania found their death in the waves of the Black
Sea, in their journey to Eretz Hakodesh. The impressive article written by Baruch Tercatin
remembers the script of this dramatic episode from the Holocaust years. He builds an
interesting parallel between the biblical episode and the recent history of the Jewish people,
starting from the fact that on the 7th of Adar is the day of the birth and death of Moshe
Rabeinu, saved from the Nile waters by Batya, the Pharaoh�s daughter. And, Baruch Tercatin,
the known scholar, writes this article froma personal perspective aswell, as the legal executory
of his brother�s will, Isac Tercatin, Zionist leader from Iassy, one of the Kedoshim who found
their death drown in the attack on �Struma�. �One could only hope that the governments of
Romania, Turkey and Israel would collaborate in the search of �Struma� in order to bring a
moral satisfaction to the families after 63 years of pain�, the author ends.

63 YEARS FROM THE SINKING
OF SHIP �STRUMA�

On February 17 � 20, 2005, in Timisu de Sus, the first edition of the seminary �Neshama
Yehudit�took place, a manifestation which tried an approach to Judaism from different
perspectives and to the Jewish identity in the modern world. The topics proposed for the
debate of the 33 participants on the occasion by theYouth Department of F.J.C.R. coordinated
by Sandra Segal, regarded the Romanian Jews� history, the modern currents in the Jewish
religion, the religion in the life of the contemporary society. During the four days, themembers
of the community from different generations had the opportunity to enrich their knowledge
and to initiate a dialogue in a very pleasant atmosphere, on various themes.

�NESHAMA YEHUDIT� ��NESHAMA YEHUDIT� ��NESHAMA YEHUDIT� ��NESHAMA YEHUDIT� ��NESHAMA YEHUDIT� �
A SEMINARY AS A SOUL MEDICATIONA SEMINARY AS A SOUL MEDICATIONA SEMINARY AS A SOUL MEDICATIONA SEMINARY AS A SOUL MEDICATIONA SEMINARY AS A SOUL MEDICATION

Starting from this
edition we are opening a
column dedicated to our
community personalities,
�men who were with us,
men who stay with us�,
and we present the
portrait of one of the
leaderswho lightened the
life of the Romanian Jews during the difficult years of
the totalitarian communist regime. We are
remembering Theodor Blumenfeld z.l., for almost
twenty years the president of the Jewish Community
fromBucharest and general secretary of F.J.C.R., who
would have been 90 this year. Before getting involved
in the community life, Theodor Blumenfeld occupied
important leadership positions in the Ministry of
Transportation and Communication. After a short
period as a honorific counselor of F.J.C.R., Thedor
Blumenfeld became in 1978 president of the Jewish
Community from Bucharest, and later, general
secretary of F.J.C.R., and he had a constant influence
on the daily life of the Romanian Jews.

THEODOR
BLUMENFELD

A REFERENCE
POINT IN THE
CHRONICLE
OF THE

ROMANIAN
AFTER-WAR
JEWRY

On the 1st of March the academi-
cian Solomon Marcus celebrates his
80th anniversary. On this occasion we
went over the original career of the
scientist who knew how to put
togethermathematics, philosophy and
literature and the review publishes
the opinions of some well-known
personalities, fromRomania and from
abroad, regarding his works.

80SOLOMON
MARCUS

On February 4, 2005, the Center of
Hebrew Studies of the University of
Bucharest hosted two cultural events: the
lecture �Maimonide and the Jewish
Mystic� of Moshe Idel, teacher at the
Hebrew University from Jerusalem and a

book release,
Moshe Idel�s
Kabbalah
and Eros
pub l i s h ed
by �Hasefer�
publishing house. University staff,
students, as well as Her Excellence Rodica
Radian Gordon, Ambassador of Israel
in Romania, adv. Iulian Sorin, interim
president of F.J.C.R., and others
participated to the events. �Kabbalah and
Eros� is the third Idel�swork translated and
published at �Hasefer� publishing house,
and the fifth in Romania.

ADOUBLE MEETINGWITH
PROFESSOR MOSHE IDEL

�I TRUST YOU
WILL DO

WHATEVER YOU
CAN TO GIVE THIS
COMMUNITY

CHANCES IN THE
FUTURE�

We continue to publish
in this issue too achieve-
ments and projects of our
community leaders, of our
collaborators and readers.
We included in this issue
the Romanian writers from
Israel and Diaspora. The
inquiry of the �Jewish
Reality� will continue over
the year and represents a
testimony regarding the
creative force of a small,
but powerful and active
community that maintains
its contribution to the
Romanian culture and civilization.

In this edition several personalities answered to our questions:
� eng. Nilu Aronovici � Dr. Miriam Bercovici � Shaul Carmel
� Þicu Goldstein � Gilu Iuftaru � eng. Pincu Kaiserman
� Dr. Irina Marin (Cajal) � Dan Mizrahy � Emil Nicolae Nadler
� Andrei Oiºteanu � Alma Redlinger � Felicia Waldman
� Henri Zalis.

THE �JEWISH REALITY�
INQUIRY CONTINUES

HOPHOPHOPHOPHOPES,ES,ES,ES,ES,
THOUGHTS,THOUGHTS,THOUGHTS,THOUGHTS,THOUGHTS,
PPPPPERSPERSPERSPERSPERSPECTIVESECTIVESECTIVESECTIVESECTIVES
FOR 2005FOR 2005FOR 2005FOR 2005FOR 2005

The
�Chronicle

of Anti-
Semitism�

page
describes the
intensification
of the anti-

Semite
phenomena,
bringing as
an example

the boost of the anti-Jewishmanifestations inArgentina.
We also publish the warning of Paul Spiegel, president
of the Jewish Community in Germany about the extreme
right-wing danger in his country, as well as the protest of
someAmerican Jewish organizations against some anti-
Semite sites on the Internet.

����� ARGENTINA

TIMISU DE SUS, February 17-20, 2005


