
The World of Otto AdlerThe World of Otto AdlerThe World of Otto AdlerThe World of Otto AdlerThe World of Otto Adler

JEW ISH REAL I TY

Preþul unui abonament pe un an este de 30 lei.
Abonamentele pentru cititorii din provincie se vor face la
comunitãþile evreieºti din localitatea respectivã. Pentru
cei din Bucureºti � la sediul F.C.E.R. din str. Sfânta Vineri
nr. 9-11, cod poºtal 030202. Abonamentele se mai pot
achita ºi prin mandate poºtale fie pe adresa F.C.E.R. � la
oficiile poºtale din localitate, conformcatalogului depresã
poz. 3030 � pe cont B.C.R. RO51RNCB0074011952750001
filiala sector 3, Bucureºti. Pentru cititorii din strãinãtate un
abonament pe un an costã 80 dedolari USA.Aceastã sumã
include taxele vamale ºi poºtale ºi se poate trimite pe
adresaF.C.E.R., contB.C.R.RO40RNCB0074011952750005
(USD), filiala sector 3, Bucureºti - România.

REALITATEA EVREIASCÃ
www.romanianjewish.org
E-mail: re2000@rdslink.ro
realitateaevreiasca@yahoo.com

Serie nouã a
REVISTEI CULTULUIMOZAIC

Fondatã în 1956
de ªef-Rabin dr. Moses Rosen

APARE BILUNAR

Redactor documentarist:
NEDEEABURCÃ
Corecturã:MIHAELAOBERSCHI
TraducãtorI:
Ebraicã: SARIT BLONDER,
Ing. B. TERCATIN (Israel)
Englezã: SANDA LEPOIEV
Tehnoredactare
computerizatã:
ANCAMEªINÃ

Director de onoare: HAIM RIEMER

Redactor-ºef: DOREL DORIAN

Secretar general de redacþie:
ELENAMARINESCU

Redactori: IULIADELEANU,
LUCIANAFRIEDMANN,
EVAGALAMBOS, ANDREI BANC,
BORIS M.MEHR, AVRAM
CROITORU,SOLOMONFLORIAN

REDACÞIA: Bucureºti,
str. Popa Nan, nr. 70
Tel. / fax: 322.75.60
ADMINISTRAÞIA:

str. Popa Nan, nr. 70
Telefon: 314.96.90

�����
Tiparul: SINOROM

PRINTING & PACKAGING
CORPORATION S.R.L.

REALITATEA EVREIASCÃ - Nr. 286 (1086) - 7 noiembrie - 3 decembrie 2007 23

The lecture of Great RabbiMenachemHacohen held at the
JewishCommunity Center, recently renovated through the joint
efforts of F.J.C.R and Joint, was a regal of Jewish spirituality
offered by one of the great scholars of the field and achieved
the symbiosis between tradition and modernity � as Dr. Aurel
Vainer, president of F.J.C.R., remarked in his prefacing words,
when he also presented a short curriculum vitae of the lecturer,
�passe partout in the contemporary Jewish world�. The main
ideas of the lecture: � the Judaism � a way of life; � morequestions than answers, more doubts than certitudes, more
visible than invisible; � the balance between feeling and logic;� the value of aman is not stated through his birth, but throughwhat he achieves himself; � the belief in God and in people isa unity, one involving the other; � to be a Jew = to be an ethicalmodel; � the essence of Judaism: do not impose on someoneelse something you wouldn�t like to be imposed and the
commandments are meant for life, and for death.

To ask,
to be

realistic,
to act
for life The International Bookfair �Gaudeamus -

Learning Book�, the 14th edition, organized on
November 21-25, 2007, atRomexpo,was inaugurated
byMaria Þoghinã, president general director of the
Romanian Broadcast Society, byLiviu Ion, director
of �Dacia-Renault� Group and Vlad Epstein,
executive director of the �Gaudeamus�Bookfair.The
cultural interest for reading was the shared note of
the speeches, even more after the recent survey data
that indicated that more than 50%, a surprising
number, of the Romanian people never open a book.
This is a general state of things formany countries of
the world. Still we witnessed a great number of
visitors, an increasing number of exhibition stands
and of events, the premiere manifestations, and the
continuation of a successful tradition. The interest
generatedby �Hasefer�PublishingHousehad its roots
in the specialty and interesting volumes. �Hasefer�
released the monograph on Mihail Sebastian at his
centennial, by IulianBaicus; �Motl theMatchMaker�,
by Iacov Tihman (Republic of Moldova), translated
inRomanian byTheodorMagder; �Lost inAmerica�,
by Isac Bashevis Singer. Stefan Iures, writer and
director of �Hasefer�, Professor Paul Cornea, Ioan
Constantin Popa andWillyAuerbach, literary critics,
recommended the volumes. The creativity and the
good taste of the organizers transformed this edition
too in a pact of the visitors and buyers with the Good
and the Beauty.

The re-inauguration of the �Beth Israel� Synagogue in Ploiesti on November 13th,
2007 began with the revealing of the entrance plate, the installation of the mezuzah,
the intonation of the national anthems of Romania and Israel, the ritual songs of the
prime cantor Iosif Adler. The messages received from the communities� presidents
from Oradea, Arad, Iassy, from the responsible with the provinces section of the
Department for the Social and Medical Assistance, from cultural personalities of the
citywere read. Local authorities, leaders of F.J.C.R., of Joint, presidents of the Jewish
communities from Brasov, Piatra Neamt, Focsani honored the reinauguration. The
actionbelongs to the �programof valorizationof our sacredpatrimony�, as underlined
by Dr. Aurel Vainer, president of F.J.C.R., who expressed his gratitude for the aid
received from the Romanian government for the renovation of some synagogues,
historicalmonuments. Great RabbiMenachemHacohen outlined the fact that there is
a correspondence between the reinauguration of some synagogues and the renewal
of the Jewish religious life in Romania, young Rabbi Shlomo Sorin Rosen being the
warrant for this. The mayor Emil Calota spoke about the Jewish community, which
catalyzespositively theharmonioussocial collaboration. Theceremonywascompleted
by two lectures on the importance of the synagogue in Diaspora (MaxKurtzberg) and
on the history of the Jewish community from Ploiesti (Dr. Laura Geala). The soul of
this renovation,Gilu Iuftaru, relived moments related to the life of this synagogue. A
small concert offered by the students of the Art High School from Ploiesti offered
additional emotions to the event.
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The three-day Conference �The Fight Against Discrimination and the
Promotion of the Mutual Respect and Understanding through Acknowledging
the Tragedies of the 20th Century, Holocaust and Gulag; the New Education in the
21st Century� in Comanesti and Slanic Moldova (November 16-18, 2007) included:
� a field seminary � the visit at the School n. 7 from Comanesti, rebuilt with the
aid of the �American Jewish Committee� organization and F.J.C.R. after the flood
from summer 2005, where a memorial plate was revealed with the participation of
the local authorities and theF.J.C.R. president; �an introductory scientific session

at the Ethnography and Folklore Museum �Dimitrie Ghika�, where the lecturers
(teachers of universities and high schools, museum researchers, students)
approached the methods of teaching the Holocaust history, considering the
education as being the most efficient prophylactic method against the ethnic and
religious discrimination; � a course for knowledge enrichment for the teachersof the Holocaust history in schools organized by researchers from the Center for
the Study of the Romanian Jews�History, from the National Institute for the Study
of the Holocaust in Romania, from the Center for Judaism of the University from
Bucharest, by representatives of the civil society. The Conference demonstrated
once again the relation between life and memory.

The responsibility to
ourselves and to the
future generations

The 30 years of activity of the Center for the Study of the
Romanian Jews� History were celebrated through a three-
day scientific session, with remarkable guests from the
country and from abroad. The president of F.J.C.R saluted
the reunion and appreciated the center creation as an

30 Years from Foundation of the Center for
the Study of the Romanian Jews� History

authentic act of courage for the period. The presentations
of the Romanian and foreign researchers revealedmany new
aspects of the Romanian Jews� and other inedited aspects
related to the Jewish studies as well. Inciting debates
followed the presentations.

In the interview with Professor Otto Adler, Sc. D., president of The
Association of the Romanian Jews Victims of the Holocaust, the reader
has the opportunity to follow the story of an exceptional life. A lucid spirit
with a remarkable power, Otto Adler survived in Auschwitz where he was
deported at the age of 15, and also in the period after the Second World
War, which in Romania, maybe more than in other communist countries,
became one of the toughest periods of the contemporary world history,
with an astounding steadiness and a smile on his face. As remarked by the
interviewer, the courage, the wisdom and the self control of Otto Adler, the
intelligence, the detachment and his humor are character traits which not
few of us would like to attain; Otto Adler represents a model worth to be
followed in a world that lost a significant part of its moral essential references.


